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the Alexandrian Hospital. We congratulate Sir Sydney on
this happy piece of work, the realisation of which will be a
great boon not only to Egyptian women, but to Europeans
generally in Cairo, who are much gratified at the prospect
of being able to secure the benefit of a trained nurse in
emergencies. 

-

THE OPIUM HABIT.

THE thoughtful and epigrammatic lecture upon Coleridge
by Mr. Leslie Stephen, delivered recently at the Royal In-
stitution, once more reopens the vexed question of the
influence of opium upon imaginative work. His opinion
may be summed up in the words "the pity of it," since
he considers that " opium ruined the power of will,
never very strong, and any capacity he may have
had-and his versatility was perhaps incompatible with
any great capacity-for concentration on a great task."
In another place he speaks of Coleridge’s life affording
a proof that " opium-eating is inconsistent with certain

homely duties." While admitting these propositions in
the main, Leslie Stephen appears to have arrived
at the true estimate of the author when he says that he
"’cannot think that Coleridge ever worked with his mind
clear," since so much of the wealth of imagery and brilliance
of colouring seem to have had their origin in what was
formerly regarded as the directly stimulant action of

opium. This action, according to Schmiedeberg, should
be considered rather as a disturbance and alteration of
the equilibrium of the separate functions of the brain, the
area for ideation remaining intact, while sensory stimuli
are beginning to lose their effect. Sshmiedeberg holds that
the area for ideation has thus less stimulation and guidance
from without, and accordingly springs into action on its own
account. While most earnestly deprecating the employ-
ment of opium as a "mental stimulant" by those who live
by literature, we none the less feel that between the lines
of those poems by which Coleridge will be best remembered
the influence of the opium habit can be traced in its earliest,
most fascinating, and therefore its most dangerous stages.
The ultimate collapse which results from its frequent em-
ployment is none the less certain, though in exceptional cases
it may be delayed. -

FEVER IN LONDON.

THE number of cases of scarlet fever admitted during the
week ending March 30th was 71, being 11 less than in the

preceding week. Eleven cases of enteric fever and one case
of small-pox were also admitted, the last being received
from the parish of Kensington. Another week has there-
fore passed without the increase of small-pox, which might
be expected if the disease is to assume epidemic proportions
in London this year. -

DOCTORS WANTED FOR EMERGENCIES.

MB. EDWARD NEGUS WooD, deputy coroner, held an

inquiry on March 27th at Deptford in reference to the
death of Ann Down, widow of a hawker. She died on the

previous Saturday evening, after a few hours’ illness, from-
as the post-mortem showed-apoplexy. The friends tried
to get an order, but on going to the office of the relieving
officer could get no one to answer. Dr. Roberts, who had pre-
viously been sent for, and wished an order to be got, was
again applied to, and in the end consented to go, but he did
not arrive till after death. The foreman of the jury said that
a doctor paid from the rates should attend at any hour, night
or day. But the coroner properly said that no doctor would
take office if expected to attend without an order. Clearly
a medical officer of a parish is entitled to an order, and no
one should be unreasonable enough to argue that anybody
that likes can claim his services. Surely the medical officer’s I I

life would be intolerable. We always deeply regret when
anyone dies without medical attendance. It is a cheap and
easy way for juries, as representing the public, to blame
doctors for such an accident. Medical men have broad

shoulders, and are supposed to be answerable for all the

miscarriages of humanity in the case of people dying un.
tended. We protest loudly against this feeling. Let the

public recognise its own responsibility in this matter, and
appoint and pay men for attending to emergencies by night
or day, as they are attended to in the streets under police
arrangements. In this case a police order might have been
got at any hour, and on a Saturday night. But the real blame
rests with the public and not with the medical profession,

THE EMPEROR OF GERMANY.

WE learn from Charlottenburg that there is no change in
the condition of the larynx of His Majesty. We are, how-

ever, pleased to state that his general strength is increased,
Sir Morell Mackenzie has been requested to postpone his
return to England for a short time.

THE DRAINAGE OF MARGATE.

THE burgesses of Margate have held a public meeting
with a view to urging upon the Town Council the necessity
for considering other plans than those of the eminent

engineer whom they have consulted. The method which
will finally be adopted is a matter of much moment to

Margate, and we feel sympathy with the desire of the
inhabitants that the best plans should be adopted; this,
however, does not necessitate the employment of other

advisers, and probably the Town Council would do best in
deciding in consultation with the Local Government Board
upon the method which is best suited to their wants, and then

by engaging the services of a gentleman in whom they have
confidence to carry out the scheme. We have no hesitation
in saying that the direct discharge of sewage into the sea is,
for many seacoast towns, not the best arrangement that can
be adopted, and we trust that the Margate Town Council
will not be influenced in their dealings with this question
by a desire to lessen an expenditure which may in the end
render benefit to this important health resort.

MORE DRINKING IN 1887.

IT is discouraging to find that, with all our boasted in-
crease in education, the expenditure on intoxicating drub,
instead of decreasing as it has been doing of late years, last
year went up by .62,04:7,895. The increase was chiefly in
beer-viz., 1,598,408. Dr. Johnson’s adage on this subject
must be remembered: "He that drinks beer, thinks beer:’
The attraction of a public-house to an ordinary EBgMmM
is something equal to magnetism. Yet it there is one thing
that medical men are agreed on, it is that all drinking but
the very moderate amount which goes with an ordinary met

is a source of discomfort or disease.

PYOCYANIC PARALYSIS.

M.M. BABiNSEi and CHARRIN have found it necessary to

modify their first description of pyocyanic paralyses, her
which term they designate loss of power of neuro-musculst
origin, the result of intoxication by the microbe or soluble
products of pyocyanine. As the result of inoculation, and
after an incubation of variable duration, the paralysis
develops first in the hinder extremities of animals genereilr
as a paraplegia, rarely as a monoplegia, and the fore limba
are seldom affected. The weakness is attended with 8p!lSm.
which may disappear by traction and chloroform anathe:ia:


